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ABMS and [Member Board] Urge Physicians to Be Vocal in Supporting

Career-Long Competency and Professionalism
Recent research has put physician professionalism in the news, drawing attention to doctors’ attitudes and practices related to ethics and competence. The attention hasn’t been very positive. A study published in the Annals of Internal Medicine generated news headlines such as “Study Finds Gaps Between Doctors’ Standards and Actions,” (Washington Post, Dec. 4, 2007) and “Half of U.S. doctors mum about incompetence – survey,” (Reuters, Dec. 4, 2007). 
The study did, however, find that three out of four physicians surveyed support periodic recertification examinations. This demonstrates good progress among medical professionals in taking the lead to embrace self-regulation. 
But we can do better. We can achieve even greater physician participation in board certification and periodic examinations that demonstrate career-long commitment to competency and professionalism. 
The majority of physicians already elect to participate in the voluntary board certification process, with 85 percent of U.S. physicians being certified by one of the 24 Member Boards of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS).  
But the fast pace of medical advances demands more of us in maintaining our ongoing commitment to the delivery of quality patient care. ABMS and Member Board Name believe that medical education and evaluation is most effective as a continuum rather than an isolated learning event. The system of ongoing learning and evaluation called ABMS Maintenance of Certification™ (MOC) was developed less than a decade ago to help ensure that board certified physicians maintain their skills and knowledge as medicine continues to advance at breakneck speed.  
Member Board Name transitioned from time-limited recertification to MOC in [year] because of its value to physicians, the medical profession as a whole and our patients. 
Through ABMS MOC™, ABMS and Member Board Name are spearheading a renewed focus on professionalism by helping physicians assess and continually improve their practices so that patients receive the quality care they deserve.  We need you, our board certified physicians, to continue to spread the word about the value of MOC.  More and more, ABMS MOC is recognized as an important quality marker by insurers, hospitals and other credentialing organizations. In fact, it’s what they’ve come to expect.  It’s what patients should expect.  And, it’s what all physicians should commit to.
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