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Article 1: MOC Announcement

Use your Member Board ABMS MOC Starmark-full version with this article
ABMS and Board Name Adopt 
New Maintenance of Certification (MOC) Program

In 2006, Board Name transitioned to a continuous Maintenance of Certification (MOC) program for Board certified specialty physicians along with 23 other medical specialty boards of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS). This change—which has been in development since 1998—reflects our shared belief that medical education is most effective as a continuum rather than an isolated learning event. While the program is guided by ABMS, Board Name sets the specific criteria for curriculum and training for specialty name.

“As you are well aware, the healthcare and practice environment for specialty is changing at warp speed,” explains Name, President of Board Name. “Certification matters now more than ever. Our goal is to ensure that Board certified specialty name specialists are prepared with the personalized tools and training you need to understand innovations and best practices in the field and meet the expectations of patients, providers, insurers and quality organizations with confidence.”

By moving from a “snapshot” approach to recertification with re-testing every X years/away from lifetime certificates to a continuous process, Board certified specialists advance their practice through lifelong learning and self-assessment and signal their leadership in the national movement for healthcare quality to regulatory agencies and stakeholders.

More specifically, ABMS’ MOC program addresses the needs of both physicians and patients. The program offers physicians a process to keep skills and knowledge current in a changing field where vigilance is key to practicing state-of-the-art specialty medical care. It also responds to increasingly selective healthcare consumers who are taking on a more proactive role in who provides their care and how. MOC offers evidence of highly qualified physicians who use best practices and evidence-based standards for care.  

How MOC Works

With the ABMS MOC process, diplomates build six essential competencies. These include patient care, medical knowledge, practice-based learning, interpersonal and communication skills, professionalism and systems-based practice. 

These competencies are built through a four-part process for continuous learning:

Part I: Licensure and Professional Standing—Must hold a valid, unrestricted medical license

Part II: Lifelong Learning and Self-Assessment—Specialty-specific educational programs and self-assessment. CME requirements for specialty include: Insert bullets here.
Part III: Cognitive Expertise—Demonstrate your skills and knowledge through examination. Insert details on specialty exam here.
Part IV: Practice Performance Assessment—Demonstrate your use of best evidence and practices compared to peers and national benchmarks. Insert details for specialty here.
Learn More about MOC
While MOC ensures better clinical outcomes for patients, it also creates practice efficiency, ensures fewer hassles, less redundant paperwork and builds influence for Board-certified physicians.

To learn more about the benefits and opportunities of MOC—as well as other ways ABMS is setting and expanding quality standards for specialty care—visit www.abms.org. To learn more about the Member Board Name’s MOC curriculum, training requirements and exam deadlines and fees for specialty name, visit Member Board website. 
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