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MOC—The Gold Star is the New Gold Standard 
for Quality Patient Care in Specialty Name
Now more than ever it’s clear that Certification Matters. Increasingly, patients, providers and quality organizations are seeking ways to differentiate those physicians who meet rigorous quality standards from those who don’t. 

Maintenance of Certification (MOC) was developed by the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) and its 24 physician-led Member Boards as an opportunity to demonstrate physician leadership in the national quality movement through the establishment of competence-based standards and a rigorous process for physician credentialing. The gold star is the new gold standard, as it signifies a specialty physician is Board-certified and meets specialty standards in the ABMS Maintenance of Certification™ program. 

To these quality stakeholders, participation in ABMS MOC™ means that a Board-certified physician is dedicated to lifelong learning and ongoing self-assessment…that you strive to achieve quality clinical outcomes in a responsive, patient-focused setting and are committed to keeping pace with today’s rapidly advancing medical innovations. 

By following MOC, you live the standards by which medical care is evaluated and demonstrate your leadership in the national movement for healthcare quality. MOC also provides documentation for public accountability and credibility that you use and maintain appropriate knowledge and training to practice your specialty.

How MOC Advances Your Practice

Ultimately, your participation in MOC also delivers:

· Better clinical outcomes for your patients—MOC reduces your malpractice exposure and justifies lower malpractice premiums. Evidence-based guidelines and standards safeguard patients and reduce errors.

· Efficiency in your practice—Learning opportunities match your practice needs. MOC is based on the most current research on physician competence, patient safety and practice management to ensure you are responsive and well-prepared for patient expectations, higher accountability and increasing transparency in today’s shifting healthcare environment.

· Fewer hassles and less redundant paperwork—Use MOC to document your continuing competence when undergoing credentialing by healthcare organizations or licensing bodies. MOC is a benchmark standard that fulfills requirements of multiple assessment processes and regulatory organizations (e.g. The Joint Commission, NCQA and hospital credentialers).


· More influence—As a recognized quality marker, board certification wins you more patients, better compensation and industry-wide recognition.


What You Need to Know
Member Board Name transitioned all diplomates to MOC in 2006. To learn more about the six competencies and four parts of the MOC process, visit www.abms.org. To learn more about the Member Board name’s MOC curriculum, training requirements and exam deadlines and fees for specialty name, visit Member Board Web site. 
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Higher standards. Better care.®






