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The member organizations of the Coalition for Physician Accountability
(www.physicianaccountability.org) have released the following statement in
support of strengthened efforts that must be in place to safeguard the public, and
to protect our nation’s health care workforce during the COVID-19 pandemic so
they remain able to meet the public’s needs.
The Coalition's members include the national organizations responsible for the
accreditation, assessment, licensure and certification of physicians throughout
their medical career, from medical school through practice. Our membership also
includes members of the public and the profession. We share a strong
commitment to protect the public’s health and safety through the delivery of
quality health care.
COVID-19 cases in the United States have now surpassed 450,000 and deaths
have exceeded 15,000, an alarming development that has affected patients,
families, and communities across the country. We all depend on physicians and
other healthcare workers to provide safe and compassionate care. Hundreds of
thousands of physicians at every level of training and experience (medical
students, residents, and practicing physicians, including retired and inactive
physicians volunteering to reenter the workforce) have partnered with countless
nurses, respiratory therapists and other health care workers to care for patients.
It is critical during this national emergency that the public be provided with the
best care possible by qualified health care workers who are themselves
adequately protected.
Under the ethical tenets of their profession, physicians routinely care for others
despite personal risk. Without safeguards such as proper personal protective
equipment (PPE) and adequate testing, they are putting the health of their
patients, as well as their own health and that of their families, at risk. The
Coalition recognizes that supplies of PPE at this time are inadequate and
supports continued studies to examine the safety of reuse and sterilization of PPE
as options.
Health care workers are professionally bound to identify inadequate resources
that impact their ability to safely treat patients or keep themselves safe. They
must not suffer retribution or retaliation for calling attention to unsafe systemic

conditions for patients or caregivers. Conditions for physicians and health care
workers on the frontlines of direct patient care must be safe.
It is vital in these uncertain times that our elected leaders and officials be guided
by science and evidence-based principles when making decisions on behalf of the
entire population to combat the virus causing COVID-19. The American public
and the health care workers who care for them in this time of great need are
making enormous sacrifices to do their part in stopping the spread of the virus. It
is essential that our leaders provide them with resources they need and guidance
that is factual and transparent.
Extreme disruption due to the pandemic has occurred in many facets of physician
education, training, licensing and credentialing. As rapidly as possible, the
Coalition and its member organizations will be providing guidance on important
issues such as the trajectory of medical students transitioning from graduation to
residency, student and trainee movement across geographic areas for interviews
and clinical rotations, guidelines for volunteer work, and maintaining standards
for credentials, certification and competencies during this time of
emergency. These statements will be carefully reviewed and considered to ensure
they represent the best paths forward during these challenging times.
The member organizations of the Coalition are committed to work with
governmental agencies and health care delivery systems to safeguard the public,
protect our frontline health care workers, and provide our elected leaders with
the information they need to support sound, evidence-based decision-making.
The following organizations have signed on to this statement:
Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC), American Association of Colleges
of Osteopathic Medicine (AACOM), American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS),
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), Accreditation
Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME), American Medical Association
(AMA), American Osteopathic Association (AOA), Council of Medical Specialty
Societies (CMSS), Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates|Foundation
for Advancement of International Medical Education and Research
(ECFMG®|FAIMER®), Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB), Liaison
Committee on Medical Education (LCME), NBME, and the National Board of
Osteopathic Medical Examiners (NBOME).
About the Coalition for Physician Accountability
The Coalition for Physician Accountability is a membership organization designed to
advance health care and promote professional accountability by improving the quality,
efficiency, and continuity of the education, training, and assessment of physicians.
Founded in 2011, current membership consists of senior leadership and governance
representatives from the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC), American
Association of Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine (AACOM), American Board of
Medical Specialties (ABMS), Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education
(ACCME), Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME), American

Medical Association (AMA), American Osteopathic Association (AOA), Educational
Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates|Foundation for Advancement of
International Medical Education and Research (ECFMG®|FAIMER®), Federation of
State Medical Boards (FSMB), Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME),
NBME, and the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners (NBOME). In
addition, the Joint Commission and the Council of Medical Specialty Societies (CMSS)
serve as liaison members. The Coalition also appoints public members to its membership
to ensure adequate representation of the public voice in the deliberations of the Coalition.

